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Background

Brazil

- The Brazilian dairy industry is based mainly on pasture -
oriented production systems;

- Dual purpose systems in the tropical part, utilizing B. taurus
x B. indicus hybrid animals, mostly Holstein/ Gir ;

- Cows are milked with restricted suckling of calves; 

- Average herd size: 80 cows;

- About 18.0 million dairy cows (1,921 farms );
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ÇMilk is produced in every county in Brazil

Ç4 million jobs (directly and indirectly )

ÇGross sale: US$ 7.5 billion

ÇTurnover : US$ 18 billion

ÇAround 1 percent of the country's Gross Domestic

Product (GDP)

How importante is the dairy sector in
Brazil?



Pasture based- feeding

Source: IFCN (2017)



5

Source: USDA (2018)

Production Statistics



- The Southeast and South regions 
of Brazil are the main milk 
producing areas; 

- Minas Gerais state is the largest 
milk producer (25.6% of the 
total milk production in 2017); 

- Rio Grande do Sul state accounted 
for 13.2%, and Paraná accounted 
for 11.7 % in 2017. 

- Average milk production in Brazil 
was 1,695 liters/cow/year in 
2017
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Milk Production by Region

Source: USDA/IBGE (2018)



Brazil | Productivity of Dairy Cows
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Productivity
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- There is an association of the B. taurus grade with the input level of the 
production system;

-Low-input, smaller farms, use a higher proportion of the more resilient 
(B.indicus), low B. taurus grade cows;

-Larger farms use more of the higher yielding, higher B. taurus grades 9



- There are no cattle census data by breed, 
so information on this topic comes from 
specific sample surveys;

- In farms affiliated to the main dairy 
processor in the State of Minas Gerais
showed 89% having B. taurus x 
B.indicus genetics ( Madalena et al., 2012);
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Types of Dairy Breeds Used in Brazil



- Irrigated intensive rotational grazing;

- Extensive grazing/limited supplementation;

- Semi- confinement; 

- Full confinement.
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Production Systems in Brazil



Irrigated intensive rotational grazing -
Not commonly used, but is being 
promoted by a government -supported 
program for small producers. Promotes 
irrigated pasture management and good 
herd management and accurate record -
keeping;
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Production Systems in Brazil
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Center Pivot Irrigation System 
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Extensive grazing/limited supplementation

- In this system, the ration consists almost 
entirely of grazed pasture grass

- Herds are typically in the 30 ð70 cow size 
range and consist mostly of cross -bred 
animals;

- Cows in these herds are usually hand -
milked in parlors. 
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Production Systems in Brazil
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